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Portrayals  of  Abraham 

Lincoln 


Wax 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


7/-  Zoi>^  .o'i5 .  o^S-zS^ 


The  famous  life-size  wax  figure  of 

Abraham  Lincoln,  which  was  displayed] 
in  the  John  Bressmer  company  win- 
dow, Springfield,  previous  to  re-dedica-j 
tion  of  the  Lincoln  monument,  was 
made  by  Culver,  an  outstanding  wax 
artist  of  New  York.  Much  of  the  in- 
spiration for  the  figure  was  secured 
from  Carl  Sandburg  books,  and  years 
of  research  and  painstaking  attention 
to  detail  went  into  this  masterpiece  of 
wax  work. 


The  Emancipator.  The  picture 
above,  taken  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  ^  Kleinhans  company,  shows 
one  of  the        existing  wax  figures 


——^^       T,,,,,  Staff  Ca-'^!;;"" 

Of  Lincoln.    Kneelmg  is  Walter 

^^S'figure,  made  by  Irvin  G. 
culver,  New  York  sculptor,  is  said 
to  be  accurate  in  every  detail. 


^^v^-VUX^'•-K^'^^  ^  ,  ^  Qr^rrow  Turmoil  When 
Buffllo  Residerit  Remembers  Sorrow,  iurmo 

Emancipator's  Funeral  Train  Touched  City 


WAX  FIGURE  OF  /•  BR  AH  AM  LINCOLN 


(Excerpts  from  a  letter,  12/9/52,  froin  my  nephew,  Randall  Barton,  of 
Fhcenix,  Arii?.one). 

George  Sadler,  the  man  ivho  gave  me  the  picture  of  the  statue  of 
Lincoln,  came  into  the  office  today,  i^eis  over  70,  but  is  as  sharp 
f3  3  can  be.     Here's  all  the  information  1  could  get  from  him: 

About  11  years  ago  he  heard  Dad  (Bruce  3arton)  make  a  speech  out 
here  on  Lincoln's  Birthday,     He  knew  from  this  that  Dad  was  inter- 
ested in  Lincoln,  so  he  gave  me  tlie  pictui^e  for  Dad,  who  sent  it  to 
you.    The  picture  is  of  ?;  ststue  tli£t  is  full  life  size.    The  wax 
and  costur.e  cost  over  ^^200,,  not  counting  the  sculptor's  labor.  The 
sculptor  is  still  alive  (as  far  as  Sadler  knows).     He  used  to  liye 
in  i\!QW  'iork,  and  was  considered  the  finest  wax  statue  maker  in  this 
country,  if  not  in  the  world,     /Apparently  he  made  figures  to  use  in 
windoivG  for  display,  etc. 

His  name  is  really  George  (John)  Sadler,  but  as  a  baby  he  acs 
was  taken  ij^  to  be  raised  by  some  farm  people  nc-imed  Quiver,  so  he 
hr<s  always  gone  by  t  he  name  of  Irving  Culver,     It  seems  hei/as 
orphaned  and  his  brother  and  sister  xvent  to  live  with  his  grand- 
parents, and  he  v/ent  to  the  Culvers.     He  was  born  in  Lockport,  M.Y., 
and  is  probably  about  70. 

After  being  pretty  successful  in  the  world  he  lost  his  wife  and 
then  his  money,  and  no','  livjs  inEssex,  Canada ,     Our  local  George 
Sadler's  cousins  and  other  relatives  all  seem  to  live  there,  snd 
^ir.  Culv  r  is  now  living  v«?ith  them,  for  they  are  really  his  cousins 
and  relatives,  too.     Our  local  George  -'adler  thought  that  if  you 
wrote  to  h'sr*  Culver,  care  of  Sadler's  Drug  Store  in  Essex,  Canada, 
you  could  probably  pretsll  the  rest  of  the  information  you  want,  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  why  the  statue  w&s  made  or  when  it  was  done, 
and  he  said  he  didn't  know,  to  both  questions.     Me  did  say  that  as 
far  as  he  knows  the  statue  is  still  in  storage  in  Buffalo,  K.Y, 

"I  rather  think,  after  my  conversation  with  Sadler,  that  the 
picture  was  one  he  h-^d  for  no  i^ood  reason  except  that  the  jculptor 
was  a  relative  of  his,  and  it  showed  a  sample  of  the  relative's  .-/ork 
-  wax  statues,  in  this  case,     I  doubt  if  there  is  any  historic-il 
v?lue  in  the  picture  or  tckacte    the  statue  itself,  but  it  might  just 
be  v/orth  the  time  and  effort  involved  in  a  letter  to  Essex,  Canada, 

I'm  sorry  there  isn't  more,  and  also  sorry  to  be  so  slow  in  get- 
t  ing  these  facts,     Hov;ever,  George  Sadler  is  a  very  independent  old 
fellow.     He's  well  able  to  t.?ke  cara  of  himself,  and  does  so.  i^e 
comes  and  goes  ps  he  pleases,  and  I  couldn't  find  his  address  as 
he  has  no  phone  and  is  not  listed  in  the  city  directory.     He  has 
lived  here  in  Fhoenix  since  1907,  and  is  really  most  interesting  to 
t  Ik  to.     There  are  a  lot  of  grand  old  people  out  here  who  hr.vk  seen 
this  place  grow  from  nothing  to  the  city  it  is  todc'iy, 

II  Ill/Ill  I II /III 


(From  Robert  5,  Barton, 
Foxboro,  Kass.  12/17/52) 


"tr  ?  incdlh"' 

^  IFiOll^ C.  CULVER^ 

^fiovdn  ati^  IS  on  octuof  pfioiD  op  tfie 
tife  s^e  rep(tca:  ourSikteentfiPreswlent. 
Tfu5  exce/fent  fygure  (m^  Seen  laonore^fm 
joromment  cfepfai)  (djy^dvioiic  jmctims 

vzcei/i^  QCYicrms  neu)syaj>cri^tc(c\/iS[oyi 
op  fu5  iX55a55mixitlm/^^^ 


TH!S  LIFELIKE  FIGURE  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  MODELLED 
IN  WAX  B^^  IRWIN  C-  CULVER      "^HE  POSE   IS  BASED  ON  PHOTO- 
GRAPHS MADE  BETWEEN  l86f  AND  l86^      MR    CULVER  OBTAINED 
HIS   INSPIRATION  FOR  THE  WORK  FROM  CARL  SANDBURG'S  (ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN  -THE  PRAIRIE  '^EARS) 

THIS  WAX  FIGURE    IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE  THE  ONL^  ONE  0"  rS 
KIND       IT   IS  LIFE  SIZE  AND  AUTHENTIC   IN  EVERY  DETAIL  FROM 
THE  FEATURES  TO  THE  TYPE  OF  CLOTHING  IT    IS  WEARING  THE 
HEIGHT  OF  THE  FIGURE   IS  6'  k''  NEARLY    AS  LINCOlN  DFSCRIBFD 
HIMSELF   IN  ONE  OF  HIS  LETTERS  TO  A  FRIEND      HIS  HAIR  AND 
BEARD  ARE  BLACK    AND  ALTHOUGH  LEAN  AND  SPARE    IN  APPEARANCE 
HE  WEIGHED   l8o  POUNDS    WORF  SIZE  FOURTEEN  SHOES    A  COPY  OF 
THE  SHOEMAKER'S  CHART  WAS  OBTAINED  ^0  MAKE  HIS  SHOES  THE 
CLOTHING  WORN  BY  THE  FIGURE   IS  A  COPY  OF  THE  CLOTHES  WORN 
BY  LINCOLN  AT  THE  ^IME  OF  HIS  ASSASSINATION       THE  CHARACTER 
ISTIC  PART  OF  THIS  FIGURE   IS  HIS  SAD  GRAY  EYES    WHICH  ARE 
ALWAYS  REFERED  TO  IN  HJSTORY 

SIX  YEARS  0^  RESEARCH  WERE  RECUIRED  fO  COMPLETE  THIS 
FIGURE 

BIOGRAPHIC  AUTHORITIES     EXPERTS  ON  LINCOLN lANS  HAVE 
ACCLAIMED  THIS  WORK  AUTHENTIC   IN  EVERY  DETAIL 

PRESENTLY  THE  LINCOLN  FIGURE   IS  OWNED  BY  i.T     ROCCO  M 
MATSIE     REGIMENTAL  HISTORIAN     HIS^  iNFANTRv 

INQUIRIES  CONCERNING  PURCHASE  0^  THIS  WORK  WIH  RECEIVE 
PROMPT  RFPLY  A I  SO  AVAILABLE  ARE  TWO  MANNEQUINS  DRESSED  IN 
AUTHENTIC  CIVIL  WAR  UNIFORMS  AND  ARMED  WITH  ACtuA'  SPRING 
FIELD  RIFLES  OF  THE  PERIOD      ^HE  SOLDIER  FIGURES  '0  BE  IN 
CLUDFD   IN  SALE  PRICE   IN  ADDITION  TO  0"^HER  "ATMOSPHERE  MA^^ 
ERIAl  "  A  RECORDED  TAPE  OF  MARCH  MUSIC  OF  CIV  I"   WAR  VIN^AGF" 
PHOTOS  AND  OTHER  EFFECTS  MAKING  FOR  AN   IMPRESSIVE  Pi'RMANEN' 
DISPLAY 

WRITF-LT  RCCCO  M  MATSIE 
20kk  W  RACE  AVENUE 
CHICAGO  \c     IL«  IN0I5 


PHONE     TAYLOR  9  H781 


FetrtMiiy  1,  1995 


Ttft*  R»  M*  M,ftt9i0 
2044  Kett  Bae»  Jor; 
Ohlea^i  12,  lUl&oit 

Sear  L%.  Kat«lei 


Tour  lotter  v5.tb  Its  •nolosurt  '?ddro899A  to  fmr 
pr*tid«ntf  Mr.  Ji»  J.  Moi^Xeee,  hat  been  directed  to  our  der<f\rtaent 
for  roply. 

ffe  ere  ploased  to  l«am  of  th«  portra^t^  Abrahw 
ZJLnooln  in  vax,  ai»0ut«d  by  Irvln  C.  QulT«r*  and  Mill  kMp  this 
inforaation  on  file  for  future  refer«moe« 


Slnoerely  youre* 


m/m 


MergBret  Roellering 
Secretary  to  Dp.  Warren 


Cverett  M^.  Mridg^e 

MANIKIN  REPAIR  SPECIALISTS 
1030  LAFAYETTE  AVE.  BUFFALO  9,  N.  Y. 

May  8th,  1957 

Dr.  R.  Cxerald  McMurtry , 
Fort  V:.ayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  article  in  the  February  16th  issiie  of  The  Saturday  Fvenine 
Post  on  LincoJn  and  yourself  ivas  a  most  interesti'ng  article,  "^he 
lapse  of  time  betvjeen  now  and  then  I  hope  will  not  be  a  meas'ire  of 
the  amount  of  interest  on  my  part;  I  just  kept  putting?  this  off  until 
novj  and  trust  what  I  propose  here  is  not  an  imposition  on  ^^ou. 

The  eicL.osed  picture  of  Lincoln  is  a  photo  of  a  fisure  I  ovm  and 
have  thfit  is  made  of  wax  com.position  in  the  hands  and  head,  v;ith  the 
rest  of  the  body  papier  mache  and  arms  of  wood  in  flexible  structure. 
This  wa^  made  by  Irvjin  Culver,  a  maker  of  ".'ax  maniki  ns ,  ovrr  30  vears 

ago  in  New  ""ork  *^ity.  This  has  been  in  my  possession  for  15  vears.  I 
planned  on  renting  this  out  for  special  occasions,  but  because  of  the 
fragile  nature  of  the  wax  parts  of  this  figure  I  decided  not  to 
rent  the  figure  inless;  I  could  handle  the  piece  my?=elf.     So  as  a  con- 
seouence,  I  am  anxious  to  sell  this  likeness  of  Lincoln  to  someone 
ciblt   to  use  it  -oroperly  and  m£ike  it  T)Dssible  for  peo^^le  in  great 
numbers  to  see  Abe   in  this  manner  of  manufacture.  The  :softness  and 
lifelike  effect  this  figure  Tives  is  tre  -endous.  On  his  Birt-iday  this 
year  \;e  had  the  privelege  of  presenting?  f'^is  figure  on  a  T  V  Procram 
and  received  many  many  compliments  and  Questions  as  to  the  heigbth 
and  general  size.  lie  was  a  much  bif?:^er  man  than  most  realize. 

I  would  most  appreciate  anv  suggestions  from  you  as  to  who  I 

mi^rht  interest  in  taking  t  ds  off  my  hands.  It  comes  je<6kplete  ,1ust 

as  shown  in  the  picture,  clothes  and  all.  f  r- 

ResT)e/*yf  ull  ^ 

Reconditioned  Manikins    -    Wigs  Repaired    -    Manufacturers  of  Mftp/^fn^CleBi^er  , 

Everett  ¥..'  Bridp;e. 


llay  24,  1957 


I-Jr,  Everett  M.  Brid^^ 
1030  Ijafayette  Avenue 
Buffalo  %  Nevf  York 

Dear  Ifr.  Bridge: 

I  have  your  letter  of  llay  8  alons  witli  the  i^otograph  of  the  wax 
ooo^eitloin  fl£:ure  of  Abraliam  Lincoln*    I  have  studied  the  photo- 
graph  with  a  ^reat  deal  of  interest  and  I  think  ttiat  you  have  a 
tnoet  excellent  piece  of  v/ork. 

I  liave  also  given  90m  thou^it  as  to  hoi/  we  csi^it  be  able  to  uae 
this  wax  figure  and  I  feel  tliat  it  wo^M  present  us  vrltli  the  sarae 
probleri  that  it  presents  you»    It  is  likely  too  fragile  to  send 
out  on  e3i±Libition  unless  it  can  bo  accoLipani^  by  souieone  v;lio  would 
take  it  in  oliar^. 

I  do  not  tliink  at  this  tlm  that  xjq  -jduM  be  interested  in  pur- 
chasing this  \Jox  figure*   UtFiforjor  I  trill  keep  tliis  offer  in  c4nd 
and  if  som  ocoatiioii  &»hould  arise  wiien  im  would  need  such  a  figure 
I  will  certainly  £^t  in  touch  irith  you* 

Thanking  you  for  bringitig  this  natter  to  our  attention,  I  reiBin, 

Yours  sinciiMly, 


RCKIc/js 


August  20,  1957 


Mr,  ^''Verett  M.  "ridge 
10:-.0  Lafayette  Ave. 
3uf  alo  9,  Hew  York 

Dear  Mr,  Bridge: 

Itfist  week  I  was  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  where  I  saw  an 
excellent  beardless  wax  figure  of    ■brah.'aa  Lincoln.    Seeing  this  wax 
figure  recalled  to  my  mind  the  correspondence  I  had  vith  you  last 
May  at  which  time  yov,  offered  for  sale  a  "bearded  wax  figure  of  Lincoln. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  th.«.t  I  might  he  ahle  to  help  you  sell 
this  v/ax  figure.    %ito  a  few  centennial  ajid  sesquic^tennlal  celebrations 
centering  around  Abr  :ham  Lincoln  will  talce  plrice  in  the  noar  future. 
Iliese  events  I  m  sure  will  create  a  need  for  adequate  extiibit  material. 

•''hat  price  are  you  asking  for  your  wax  figure? 

Hoping  to  hf)ar  from  yo    soon,  I  remain 

Yoiirs  sincerely. 


ROMtflh 


H.  Gerald  McMurtiy 


•  LI  6693 
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-1690- 1  APAVtf  ft-  AVE". 
416  East  6th  St 


Erie,  Pa. 


e/28/57 . 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  JMational  Life  Foundation, 

Jj'ort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Your  very  kind  inquiry  about  our  i^incoln  bearded  wax  figure 

received  today,  after  being  forwarded  to  me  via  Marcellus,  Michigan. 

We  sold  our  business  in  buffalo  and  our  property  is  rented  with 

option  of  buying,  so  Mrs,  Bridge  and  I  eventually  intend  to  settle 

in  Marcellus,  Michigan  where  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Bridge  has  a  suininer 

resort.  We  intend  to  be  part  of  the  resort  business,  but  for  the 

time  being  we  have  kept  up  (by  request)  our  efforts  in  our  manikin 

repair  business. 

ilour  interest  in  our  Lincoln  figure  is  most  appreciated.  As  for 
a  price  on  such  an  item,  I  have  never  known  what  it  ought  to  be  sold 
for,  1  have  thought  inview  of  all  the  many  nice  things  about  this 
figure  it  might  be  worth  |5000.  I  have  never  expected  to  get  that  but 
1  would  like  very  much  to  get  half  that  if  possible;  we  would  want 
you  to  have  at  least  10%  commission  for  being  in  the  middle  and  of 
course  the  more  it  is  sold  for  the  more  could  be  the  amount  you  get. 
We  are  anxious  to  see  that  this  figure  get  into  use  where  it  can  be 
appreciated  and  we  would  see  to  it  that  it  is  delivered  by  ourselves, 
■if  you  wish  a  photograph  on  this  I*d  be  happy  to  send  it  to  you. 


416  East  6th  St.  Erie,  Pa. 
Phone  4-7457. 
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^©pte?r!bRr  3,  1957 


Mr,  "Fhrerett  M.  Bridge 
41'^  "%ar,t  6th  'H. 
^ie.  Pa, 

Dear  Mr.  'ridge: 

I  have  your  letter  of  /Vagast  28  -^ag-.Td  n/;  your  wax  figure 
of  AT)r;?Jiai9  Lincoln.    I  will  keep  yotir  letter  or  file  and  if  and  v;hen 
some  one  ap-oroacH©?!  aae  on  the  euTj^sct  of  an  esr^^ibit  I  vill  have  it 
avail  ablet 

In  ray  position  I  cannot  accept  a  fee  for  maJcing  a  sale. 
My  only  Interest  T^'ould  be  to  assist  anyone  needina^  to  set  ux)  a 
Li -coin  exhibit. 

If  I  had  a  photO£:raph  of  the  w«jc  figure  I  could  perh^s 
come  nearer  to  making  a  sale. 

Aj  Comoany,  I  should  state,  is  not  interested  in  purch\sing 
or  exV'.ibitinf;  the  wax  figure. 

Yours  sincerely* 


HOf'.Jsh 


^.  Gerald  Mc?''urtry 


Cverett  M,  (^ridi 


•  LI  6893 
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-1 930- 1  AFAY€?"FE- AVfc 
416  East  6th  St 


Erir,  Pa. 


9/8/57. 


Mr,  R.  Gernld  McMurtry, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Association, 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  ivir.  ivicMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September  3rd  regarding  the 
need  for  a  photograph  of  the  Lincoln  YJay  figure  with  beard.  V/e 
are  most  pleased  with  your  interest  and  sorry  to  knov/  of  your 
inability  to  accept  some  gratuity  for  your  services  in  being  a 
go  between  in  such  a  transaction. 

I  am  enclosing  the  latest  photo  we  have  and  that  is  the  one 
we  had  taken  when  we  used  this  on  T  V  on  Lincoln's  birthday.  iv.rs. 
Helen  Neville  appears  with  myself  as  this  was  used  en  a  half  hour 
program  Mrs,  ^Vville  has  everyday  at  E        on  Channel  2  Station  V^GR. 
We  had  so  many  compliments  not  only  from  viewers  of  the  -program  but 
the  many  who  were  about  the  Studios  at  the  time  of  televising,  that 
when  your  article  appeared  in  the  Post,  we  were  sure  someone  like 
yourself  could  be  most  helpful  in  placing  this  in  the  proper  hands. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  kindness  and  interest.  ¥e  do  hope  you  can 
find  our  ABE  a  new  home.  ^ 


416  East  6th  St 
E^rie.  Pa, 


♦ » 
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iViay  4,1958. 

Mr.  R.  GePcild  ivicMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  iMotioncil  Life  Foundation, 

jH'ort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Mr.  i^^cMurtry: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  vry  kind  letter  of  th?  1st. 

1  had  not  expected  this  and  in  view  of  what  you  wrote  as  ree^ards 

the  price  we  have  set  on  this  wax  fip-ure  of  ■'-'incoln,  i  feel  we 

ought  to  try  and  clarify  a  point. 

w^a  c 

First  off,  1  have  no  idea  what  this  is  worth  and  it/ only  from 
the  conversation  and  thoue:hts  of  those  1  respected  that  Dut  a  value 
of  $5,000.00  on  this.  So,   I  thoue;ht  at  ;j:;;2 ,500 . 00 ,  maybe  others  v:ould 
feel  this  is  not  out  of  reason.  As  for  sentiment  on  the  Dart  of  the 
makel^  that  is  more  important  to  me  than  others,  -but  fror^  the  stand 
point  of  actually  buying  something  with  so  great  a  likeness, 
inspite  of  its  fragile  construction  of  Wax,   I  do  beli'^ve  it  would 
cost  guite  a  few  dollars  to  commission  someone  to  make  such  s  fieure 
and.  fully  dressed  without  it  running  into  quite  a  lot  of  ijioney 
knowing  full  well  the  complication  involved  in  creating  such.  So,  in 
setting  such  a  value  this  was  my  basic  thinking  and  would  most 
appreciate  disposing  of  this  so  that  it  can  be  of  greater  use  than 
being  hidden  as  it  is  now.  But  I  am  sure  if  sorneone  v/as  interested 
¥;e  CO!  Id  come  to  some  agreeable  price  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

So  if  you  v^ouid  keep  this  thought  in  mind  when  speaking  of  this 
it  cor.ld  leave  the  way  open  for  discussion  and  I  am  sure  T-ie  could 
be  swayed  to  an  agreaable  point.   I  trust  this  will  make  your  idea 
of  price  more  flexible  so  we  can  sell  this  fisure,        ^^d-^n-i^i^  r/' 
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Iviay  4,1958. 


IVir.  R.  Gerald  ivicMurtry, 

The  Lincoln  i^lotionol  -L-ife  Found nt ion, 

ij'ort  Vvaync,  Indiana, 

Dear  Mr.  i'^cMurtry: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  vry  kind  letter  of  the  1st. 
1  had  not  expected  this  and  in  view  of  wh(it  you  v^rote  as  res^ards 
the  price  ic/e  have  set  on  this  v;ax  fi^-ure  Df  ■i-'incoln,  1  feel  we 
ought  to  try  and  clarify  a  point. 

First  off,  i  h£)ve  no  idea  what  this  is  worth  and  it/ 'only  from 
the  conversation  and  thouerhts  of  those  1  respected  that  nut  i\  valu.e 
of  15,000.00  on  this.  So,   I  thought  at  Hb2,500.00,  maybe  others  would 
feel  this  is  not  out  of  reason.  As  for  sentiment  on  the  nart  of  the 
makei^  that  is  more  important  to  me  than  others,  mt  from  the  stand 
point  of  actually  buying  somethin^^  with  so  great  a  likeness, 
inspite  of  its  fragile  construction  of  Wax,  I  do  believe  it  would 
cost  guite  a  few  dollars  to  commission  someone  to  make  such  s  fieure 
and  fully  dressed  without  it  running  into  quite  a  lot  of  i^oney 
knowing  full  well  the  complication  involved  in  creating  such.  So,  in 
setting  such  a  value  this  Y/as  my  basic  thinking  and  woi  Id  most 
appreciate  disposing  of  this  so  that  it  can  be  of  greater  use  than 
being  hidden  as  it  is  now.  But  I  aju  sure  if  so-^-eone  was  interested 
¥;e  CO!  Id  come  to  some  agreeable  price  satisfactory  to  both  parties. 

1^0  if  you  vi/ouid  keep  this  thought  in  mind  ?7hen  speaking  of  this 
it  couild  leave  the  way  open  for  discussion  and  I  rm  sure  T:e  could 
be  sv.'ayed  to  an  agreaable  Doint.   I  trust  this  ?rill  make  your  idea 


of  price  more  flexible  so  we   can  sell  this  fisure,  in 
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